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Educating Generations of Scholars
During the fall of 2019, Emily Elizalde was just beginning her college journey as a
freshman at Illinois State University. Although her time on campus was cut short
due to the pandemic, she persisted and when she returned to ISU she was
determined as ever to attend classes, join clubs, and network. Emily spoke at
CBO’s high school graduation celebration and shared this advice with the class
of 2027, which included her sister Sherlyn: “My number one tip when it comes
to college is to get comfortable with being uncomfortable. It can be hard to
start a new life somewhere but being open to putting yourself out there will
help you tremendously in college and later on in life. College is not easy...I
know I definitely struggled in some classes. But just remember that CBO is
there for you every step of the way. Take advantage of any and all
resources at school. Remember that you are never alone. It was all worth it
the second I crossed that stage at graduation and saw my family in the
crowd. As a first generation Latina student, I couldn’t have done this
without CBO.” Emily graduated in May 2023 with a BA in Marketing and
Spanish. She is excited to begin her career as a Human Resources Associate at a
Fortune 500 company. Sherlyn began her freshman at Lake Forest College this
fall. Thanks to your support, families like the Elizalde’s are thriving in our local
communities.

Left to right: Emily, mom, dad, Sherlyn and Jonathan



Mission

College 
Graduation Rate

98%

26
College Graduates from
Fall 2022 - Spring 2023

229
CBO AlumniCollege Bound

Opportunities mentors,
empowers, and inspires 

low-income, first-generation
Scholars to overcome

barriers, graduate college,
and achieve success in life.

210
High School and
College Students

All  low-income, 
f i rst-generation

students are afforded
the opportunity to

graduate col lege and
pursue their dreams. 

Vision



In Memory of Jim Hanig

We were saddened by the passing of Jim Hanig, a founder of College
Bound Opportunities. Jim was instrumental in building CBO into the
flourishing college access and success program it is today. He was a
founding board member of CBO, serving on the board for 10 years,
including four years as Board Chair. Jim’s passion for making the world
a better place helped spur his determination to improve life’s
opportunities for hundreds of our grateful CBO students and alumni.
May his memory be for a blessing.

"Jim always had the right words of encouragement for students,
especially during our career prep sessions. He was attentive and caring
and always made sure to ask our names. Thanks to his dedication and
passion for education, I and many others were able to fulfill our college
dreams."

Tatiana Alonso, CBO Alumna Class of 2012



Nicole Alonso
Illinois State University

Jacob Avenaim
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign

Catalina Catalan 
Northeastern Illinois University

Yailyn Compres
Hope College 

Alice Cruz
Lake Forest College

Emily Elizalde
Illinois State University

Andy Estrada
Loyola University Chicago

Marlene Flores
Northeastern Illinois University

Rolando Flores
Marquette University 

Congratulations to CBO's Class of 2023 Graduates!

CBO is incredibly proud of our 2023 college graduates! They had to adjust to a new normal
when their campus life was interrupted by the pandemic. Nonetheless CBO Scholars

returned to campus, persisted and graduated in May of 2023. 

Congratulations, Class of 2023! You Made It! 

Nadia Rodriguez
University of Illinois Chicago 

Venecia Rodriguez
Hope College

Haide Rojas
Illinois State University 

Lisa Ryou
University of Michigan 

Katrin Svadlena 
University of Illinois Chicago

Marco Toledo 
Dominican University 

Jorge Urbina 
University of Chicago 

Imani Williams 
Lawrence University

Monserrat Garcia
College of the Holy Cross

Yasin Haffary 
Hamilton College

Mia Kravitz
Lake Forest College 

Martin Melchor
Bradley University

Dominique Mendoza 
Ohio State University 

Cindy Orihuela 
Illinois State University

Julissa Porcayo
Lake Forest College 

Maria Ramos
Illinois State University 

Jose Reyes 
University of Wisconsin Madison 



Emily Amezcua
Emily Aparicio Bahena
Ricky Barcenas*
Val Bykova
Stephany Delgado
Miranda Dominguez
Brenda Gomez
Jasmin Gonzalez
Jorge Hernandez-Lopez

Caleb Park
Lizbeth Perez Silva
Lizette Perez Silva
Sofia Ramirez
Amy Rodriguez
Laura Rodriguez-Rios
Melissa Romero
Grace Tao
Mya Weatherspoon

Emily Huicochea
Saait Lamothe
Brandon Lopez
Bethany Marrufo
Ricardo Melchor
Carla Mora
Linjian Ni
Valerie Oviedo
Katherine Pacheco

*In Loving Memory of 
Ricky Barcenas

Welcome Class of 2028!

In the summer of 2022, CBO accepted 27 juniors into the class of 2028. 
They visited college campuses, began building college lists with the access 

and persistence team and participated in essay writing workshops to 
prepare for the busy college application fall season. 



Celebrating a New Tradition

Denisse Gaitan  (Class of 2020)
Alexis Gould  (Class of 2016)
Alexa Lopez  (Class of 2022) 
Harry Morales  (Class of 2022) 
Carolina Muñoz  (Class of 2021)
Mari Najera  (Class of 2011) 

Enrique Aguero (Class of 2021)
Tatiana Alonso (Class of 2012) 
Daniel Arias (Class of 2020) 
Roberto Astudillo (Class of 2013) 
Brian De La Cruz (Class of 2021)
Chase Ellman (Class of 2012) 

Thank You for Your Contribution

During the holiday season CBO alumni started a new tradition. 
They came together to purchase the rising college freshman (class of
2026) a class gift. Scholars each received a shirt to take on campus
and represent CBO far and wide. Thank you to the alumni who made 

a donation and kicked off this new tradition!



Ailyn Adames
Samantha Adan
Enrique Aguero
Anna Aguilar
Sasvi Alam
Kiley Alexander
Julieta Alonso
Nicole Alonso
Tatiana Alonso*
Yesenia Alonso
Yessenia Alvarado
Brianna Alvarez
Esther Armenta
Daniel Arias
Elizabeth Astudillo
Roberto Astudillo
Sadie Avelar
Eric Avila
Michael Avila
Tonny Avila
Jaritza Ayala 
Lis Bautista
Maria Bautista
Samantha Bahena
Lesly Barrera
Salomon Barrera
Gabrielle Basok
Angelina Becerra
Danielle Belmont
Nicole Belmont
Tracie Belsanti
Jorge Blancas
Isabelle Block

Marlene Flores 
Rolando Flores
Teresa Ferrusca
Denisse Gaitan
Catherine Garcia
Lupita Garcia
Adilene Garcia
Monserrat Garcia
Trinity Garcia
Mariana Garfias*
Miguel Garfias
Stephanie Goebel
Lucas Goebel
Stephanie Gomez
Eduardo Gonzalez
Jennifer Gonzalez
Jonathan Gonzalez
Emil Gorgioski
Alexis Gould
Sarah Gracz
Sheila Grant-Shaffer
Alex Guajardo
Maria Guadarrama 
Hannah Guerrero
Paola Gutierrez
Yasin Haffary
Berith Han
Shoshan Handy
Monica Harasim
Samantha Harasim
Diego Hernandez
Moises Herrera
Cassandra Ibarra

Daunyell Boyd
Justine Burchall
Natalie Burchall
John Burger
Justin Burger
Marilyn Carmona
Dylan Carrigan
Catalina Catalan
Jorge Castellanos*
Luis Castellanos
Francesca Castelli
Alan Castillo
Adriana Castrejon
Erica Castrejon
Jessica Castrejon
Frankie Charles
Liz Chavez
Amy Chen
Starr Clark
Yailyn Compres
Alice Cruz
Ferni Cruz
Martha Cruz
Emily Cushing
Brian De La Cruz
Enrique Diaz
Isabella Diez
Kristina Diez
Zari Dobrev
Bibi Donis
Chase Ellman
Emily Elizalde
Andy Estrada *CBO Mentors

CBO ALUMNI
We love adding the newest graduates to this list each year and are thrilled

 to count 229 Alumni living, working, pursuing graduate degrees 
and starting families in cities across the country and around the world! 

Johanna Izoteco
Ta’Mya Jarrett
Ashley Johnson
Davina Kang
Shani Kaplan-Golan
Josh Kim
Davie Kravitz
Mia Kravitz
Vanessa Lara
Daisy Lazcon
Ashley Lazer
Andrew Lester
Caroline Lester
Cecilia Limon
Lauren Lonski
Alexa Lopez
Jackie Lopez 
Brittany Lowis
Marjanae Maggett
Antonio Mancilla 
John Mannebach
Kate Mannebach
Juan Marban
Jessica Marban
Jasmin Mateos
Emily McGee
Jennifer McKendry
Karla Medina
Rebecca Medina
Diana Melchor
Martin Melchor



Martha Roman
Cristal Roman
Pam Rosales
Stefano Rosenberg
Haley Roti
Nic Roti
Lisa Ryou
Courtney Sampson
Akira Sanders
Michelle Schuster
Margaret Sharp
Jenni Silva
Zoe Sinton
Mateusz Skrzyniecki
Paola Solano
Maria Solorio
Uli Solovieva
Ivonne Soto
Tasha Stancin
Tiffany Stancin
Roxy Stendera
Lauren Stoliar
Paige Stromayer
Katrin Svadlena
Yareli Taboada *CBO Mentors

CBO ALUMNI

Dominique Mendoza
Andrea Montalvo
Nayeli Montes
Harry Morales
Samy Morales
Carolina Muñoz*
Angelina Najera
Mari Najera*
Tania Najera
Yukare Nakayama
JJ Nawrot
Elsie Ocampo
Steve Ochoa
Jacqueline Onofre
Connor Oriot
Cindy Orihuela
Jenny Ortega
Alejandrina Pareja*
Yoli Pareja
Yuli Paez-Naranjo*
Ana Perez
Stephany Pichola
Julissa Porcayo
Rodrigo Pozo 
Gabby Queen

100% of Alumni are working and or in graduate school. 
Many alumni are working in our local communities. 

Sam Templeman
Megan Teplitsky
Marco Toledo
Kasia Tomaszynska
Enrique Torruco
Diana Trejo
Aura Ulloa
Michelle Unda
Jorge Urbina
Connie Uribe
Marco Vazquez
Stephanie Vazquez
Tori Velazquez
Arturo Vergara
Nikyra Washington
Arnie Weil
Alex Wesolowski
Tucker Wilson
Imani Williams
Britney Wittes
Amy Yi
Angye Zamudio
Jackie Zamudio
Erin Zhan

Brian Quijada
Willy Quijano
Lupe Quintana
Vanessa Rolan
Eryn Reda
Andy Reyes
Juan Reyes
Jonathan Reyeros
Keana Richardson
Gloria Rios
Adilene Marban*
Maria Ramos
Jose Reyes
Juan Reyes
Berenice Rodriguez
Daira Rodriguez
Ivan Rodriguez
Jairo Rodriquez
Nadia Rodriguez
Venecia Rodriguez
Haide Rojas
Susana Rojas
Ana Roman
Jazmin Roman
Judith Roman*



Thank you, CBO Mentors!
Mentors are at the heart of CBO and the reason our Scholars graduate at a 98% rate well above the

national college graduation average. These volunteers commit to supporting their mentee through CBO’s 
6 year program from the time they are accepted into CBO as high school juniors until they graduate

college. Thank you to CBO mentors for mentoring, empowering, inspiring and cheering on CBO Scholars! 

*Students have graduated from college/mentor has completed 6 year program    ^Have mentored more than one Scholar

Class of 2023
Julio Abreu*^
Jodi Alperstein
Cheryl Bergman
Joanne Bregman
Garrett Cohn
Marcia Cotler
Sarah DiMatteo
Jennifer Dolin
Judi Elman
Charlene Entman
Lou Ann Erikson
Marla Gelfond
Larry Gilbert
Connie Gill^
Mary Goldsmith
Robin Greenberg
Hilde Hutchins
Debbie Katz^
Vicki Kellerman
Wendy Koch
Robin Leikin
Janet Lipner^
Kathy McKenna
David Primer
Basia Retsky
Sarah Rudrud
Lynn & Gary Salit^
Jeff Seiden
Bill Siskel^
Larry Smith

James Stolzenbach
Jodi Sugar
Einav Tivers
Fanny Zeddies
Susan & Mark Zolno

Class of 2024

Cathy Abreu^
Nancy Alba-Robles 
Lyssa Bernstein
Ilyse Brownstein
Jen Canel
Donna Chen^
Lou Ann Erikson^
Bonnie Garfield
Mikayla Gehrisch
Holly Ginsburg^
Laura Gold
Ellen Grindel
Harris Halpert
Elliot Heidelberger
Faith Keidan
Jennifer Lamb Banek
Michael S. Lapidus^
Carole LeMay
Deena Leonard
Sara Lubezny
Karen Lygizos^
Rosa Machabanski^
Catherine Mann^

John Manos^
Ruth Miller
Brenda Najera
Mari Najera
Sandy Palfrey
Lesley Peters^
Jocelyn Pozan^
Adilene Marban
Rodriguez
Judith Roman
Barbara Smith
Julia Sobieski
Sandy Soulakian
Sue Thomas^

Class of 2025

Linda Andrews^
Noah Bloch
Margie Breyer
Julia Brichacek
Susan Brody
Judy Buckman
Pat Cannon^
Sarah Dietzel^
Stanley Dietzel
Sheila Domash
Erin Dubin
Terri Frydman
Jeff Gansberg
Marla Gelfond^

Andi Goldstein
Jackie Greis
Margaret Hennessy
Sue Hertzberg
Joan Holleb
Andy Hull
Beth Hull
Janice Krinsky^
Lauren Kugelman
Roy Lipner^
Brian Locker
Karen and Sandy Markin
Susan Martersteck
Joy O'Malley
John Poust
Lisa Rouff
Bonnie Shlensky^
Karyn Silverstein



Jenny Halpern
Amy Holtsford
Megan Kaplan
Jackie Kaweck
Felicia Lerner
Jennifer Lorenzini
Ellen Lubelfeld
Nick Lygizos
Patrick McKenna
Megan McNichols Mahon
Susan Mittman
Amy Mysel
Mark Pellegrino
Hugh Pinkus^
Sara Poticha^
Lana Razumov
Ellen Robinson^
Nestor Sanchez
Tosia Sas
Ian Shapiro
Lynne Shapiro
Sue Sherman
Amy Small
Lauren Smith

CBO Mentors

*Students have graduated from college/mentor has completed 6 year program    
^Have mentored more than one Scholar

Thank you to our mentoring committee; Cathy Abreu, 
Tina Anagnos, Pat Cannon, Leslie Hyman, Karen Lygizos,
Ellen Robinson, Bonnie Shlensky and Susan Pinkus

Class of 2026

Class of 2027

Andres Almendarez
Alan Andrews^
Linda Andrews^
Bev Beck
Ziva Benarieh
Nathan Bowker
Paula Canchester
Jorge Castellanos^
Lori Cloch
Karen Cole
Janis Douglas
Mark Flavin^
Jordan Gavens
Leslie Katz
Michael S. Lapidus^
Julie Levine
Karen Lygizos^
Eileen McMahon
Michele Metrick
Andrew M. Plocker
Jeff Ramirez
Beth Rosenbaum
Heidi Sachs
Julie Samson
Sarah Schuman
Lisa Xilas^

Class of 2028
Cindy Adler
Tina Anagnos
Gary Baim
Paulette Bizar 
Mary Boote 
Mary Ann Borys 
Bonnie Brickman 
Pat Cannon 
Beatrice Childress 
Sarah and Jim DiMatteo^
Holly Ginsburg
Debbie Katz
Janice Krinsky
Alissa Kuehl
Luz Limon
Greg and Stephanie Maletsky
Henry Moss
Carolina Muñoz
Rudy Ochoa 
Diana Sanabria 
Alyssa Shlensky Shapiro
Nancee Siegal 
Joel Smith 
Robyn Steinmetz 
Sue Stephenitch 
Brian Weinberg 
Elain Weinberg 
Jeffrey Winter

Leslie Alter
Tracy Bahn
Brenda Bechtel^
Caryn Berman^
David Bliss
Mary Boote^
Karen Coplan
Currie Gasche
Jennifer L. Gattari
Connie Gill^

Mike Stein
Anjilena R Truffa
Julie Worden
Rick Worden
Bruce Zessar



College Access
The college access staff works with high school
Scholars on an individual basis to ensure they
are prepared to apply to a variety of colleges.
College Access programming includes the
following support for high school Scholars:

1:1 assistance with college applications, essays,
financial aid & scholarship applications

Advising students on colleges best suited for
all their needs

Workshops on transitioning from high school  
to college

Staff is embedded in each partner high school

Attend college fairs, meeting with college
representatives & campus visits 

New laptop as a graduation gift for college! 

Partner High Schools
CBO has forged outstanding relationships with its six partner schools: Buffalo Grove
High School, Cristo Rey St. Martin College Prep, Deerfield, Highland Park, Lake Forest

and Vernon Hills High school. Members of the administration, faculty and staff at
each school are responsible for encouraging students to research and apply to CBO. 



College Persistence
Earning a four-year college degree and creating a network established as

part of higher education remains a critical component for success in
today’s society. Our college persistence team  guides the Scholars while in
college to find resources, advocate for themselves and thrive on camus. 

Assistance connecting students with campus resources

Weekly check-ins with CBO Staff in person or virtual

Review of class schedules & credits to ensure timely graduation

Members of the College Persistence team provide:

Wonder what a day in the life of a 
CBO Scholar is like?

Watch Ashley’s, “Day in the Life” 
from the Augustana College campus

Follow us on Instagram: @CBO4SUCCESS 
for more campus tours 

https://youtu.be/M_enfPUo6y8


Loyola University New Orleans*
Marquette University*
Miami University - Ohio*
Milwaukee School of Art & Design
New York University
North Park University
National Louis University*
North Central College*
Northeastern Illinois University*
Northwestern University*
Ohio Wesleyan University
Purdue University
Providence College
Princeton University
Rhodes College
Robert Morris University*
Roosevelt University*
San Diego State University
Saint Mary’s College (IN)
St. Louis University
St. Olaf College
Southern Illinois University*
Stanford University
Syracuse University
Tulane University
The College of Wooster 
The George Washington University*
The Ohio State University
Trinity International University
University of California - Los Angeles
University of Chicago
University of Connecticut
University of Denver*
University of Illinois Chicago*
University of Illinois Springfield*
University of Illinois Urbana Champaign*
University of Iowa*
University of Miami
University of Michigan*
University of Missouri
University of Pennsylvania

Colleges & Universities Below is a list of colleges and universities Scholars
have graduated from or currently attend.

American University
Andrews University
Augustana College*
Azusa Pacific University
Baker University
Ball State University
Beloit College*
Benedict College
Bradley University*
Butler University
Carleton College
Carthage College*
Carroll University*
Case Western Reserve University
College of the Holy Cross*
College of Lake County*
Columbia College Chicago*
Columbia University
Concordia University Chicago
Cornell College
Denison University*
DePaul University*
DePauw University*
Dickinson College
Dominican University*
Drake University
Eastern Illinois University*
Elmhurst College*
Goucher College
Grinnell College*
Hamilton College
Hope College*
Illinois State University*
Illinois Wesleyan University*
Indiana University
Knox College*
Kenyon College
Lake Forest College*
Lawrence University*
Lehigh University
Loyola University Chicago*

University of Rochester*
University of Washington
University of Wisconsin – Madison*
University of Wisconsin – Platteville
Vanderbilt University
Vassar College*
Villanova University
Western Illinois University*
Wellesley College*
Wheaton College
Williams College

*multiple students attend(ed)



Abbvie 
bcu
Bounce Children's Foundation
Camp Marimeta
Discovery Day Camp
First Bank Chicago
Flashcut CNC
Global Repair Group
Grainger

HuFriedy Group
Koch Foods
Levr Health 
Medline 
Northwestern Mutual 
North Star Camp 
Quad A
Tamarak Day Camp
UPS

CBO’s Career Prep Program
Over the years, CBO's Career Prep Program has evolved to meet the needs of our Scholars to

help guide and prepare students to enter the workforce including; resume review, 
LinkedIn profiles and practicing interview skills. 

This year, we were thrilled our annual Internship Fair returned to an in-person event. It was a 
successful event with great energy from the participating employers and Scholars.

2023 Internship & Summer Jobs Fair
Thank you to the participating employers: 

Special thanks to Our Sponsors and Volunteers!
Regina Hirn, Claudia Phalen, Courtney Olson, Jackie Flick, Kerry Duellman, Sena Kararic, Frankie Tran,
Stacy Raven, Amy Kahhat, Christina Scandiff, Cathy Abreu, Karen Lygizos, Ellen Robinson, Seth Katz

Brian Weinberg, Mikayla Gehrisch, Jackie Kaweck, Susan Martersteck, Tina Anagnos, 
Ellen Lubelfeld, Lyssa Bernstein, Margaret Hennessey, Randy Brickman, Margie Falter, 

Kathryn West, Mari Najera, Yessenia Alvarado, Audrey Marin, Lucy Hammerberg, 
Tatiana Alonso, Elizabeth Temkin, Susan and Hugh Pinkus

Thank you to our Career Prep Committee:
Ziva Benarieh, Paulette Bizar, Nicole DiVito, Elizabeth George, Daniel May,

Ian Shapiro, Tom Terranova and Erin Wozniak 



Summer Career Prep
Workshops

This summer students enjoyed a variety series of
career prep workshops hosted by community
professionals, board members and alumni. 

Importance of Getting Involved on Campus 
Networking and Career Services

Interviewing Skills
Resumes and Cover letters

Majors/Minors and Elevator Pitches
LinkedIn and Networking

Financial literacy
Professional Tables

This year's sessions included: 

Thank you to our sponsors, presenters, alumni & volunteers!

Cathy Abreu, Tatiana Alonso, Yessenia Alvardo, Currie Augustine,
Ziva Benarieh, Paulette Bizar, Randy Brickman, Alex Calles,

Esteban Carbajal, Nicole DiVito, Margie Falter, 
Jenny Halpern, Lucy Hammerberg, Margaret Hennessy, 
Danielle Kelly, Chris Liske, Lauren Lonski, Brittany Lowis, 

Karen Lygizos, Jasmin Mateos, Daniel May, Chris Metropulos, 
Mari Najera, Courtney Olsen, Jenny Ortega, Hugh Pinkus, 

Stacey Raven, Ian Shapiro, Alyssa Shapiro Shlensky, 
Bonnie Shlensky, Bev and Tom Terranova, Arturo Vergara, 

Brian Weinberg, Kathryn West and Erin Wozniak     



On Monday, August 8, 2022, CBO once again hosted our annual Tees for Degrees Golf
Outing at the beautiful Merit Club. The event included several Par 3 Challenges with
terrific prizes for the winners. The Grand Prize winner of the 18th hole putting green

competition walked away with 2 tickets to THE PLAYERS championship at TPC
Sawgrass, including a 3 night stay for 2. Despite more rain than we would have liked, it

was a wonderful day and a successful event. We are so appreciative of the golfers,
sponsors and donors who helped raise close to $80,000, which will go 

directly to our CBO Scholars and families!

Thank You to Our 2022 Golf Committee
T O D D  H E Y D E N ,  C H A I R

D E N I S E  H O E F L I C H ,  M A R K  F L A V I N ,  M A R K  G R O S S M A N N ,  
E D D I E  L E S H I N ,  A N D R E W  P L O C K E R  &  M A R K  S C H U L M A N

10th Annual Tees for Degrees



10th Annual Tees for Degrees

Thank You to Our 2022 Sponsors
E A G L E  S P O N S O R S

Denise & Adam Hoeflich

B I R D I E  S P O N S O R S

A D D I T I O N A L  S P O N S O R S

Andie Kramer and Al Harris
Susan Levy

L.A Rizzolo Architects

Jim Derleth
Jen and Larry Elbaum
Lisa and J.B Fleisher

Marybeth and Dirk Anderson
Gregory and Jennifer Bussell

Mary Beth Canfield



CARDS FOR COLLEGE

We are grateful for everyone who played and supported CBO’s Cards for
College event, thanks to your support $11,000 was raised for Scholars. 

Attendees learned more about CBO and heard first-hand from 
alumna Carolina Muñoz and Fannie Vazquez about 

their experience as CBO Scholars.

Thank you to our partner vendors for setting up 
beautiful boutiques for us to shop.

Bestowed Housewares, BOLDer Girls Jewelry, 
Emmis Jewelry, Kidoodles Inc & More Initial It Gifts, Lynks, 
One-of-a-Kind Bags by Kim, Rogawear and TSG Designs.



CBO came together to celebrate Scholars and our community at our annual spring fundraiser.
This year, we honored Elaine and Brian Weinberg, dedicated supporters of CBO of over 10

years. Brian has been CBO’s Board Chair, a Board member, three-time mentor. His 
desire to help economically underserved teens, both at CBO and Cristo Rey St. Martin, where

he is the Director of the Corporate Work Study Program is the driving force behind his continued
participation with these organizations. Elaine has been a faithful member of the CBO Gala
Committee for over 10 years and has recently become a mentor to a junior at Buffalo Grove

High School. Being a mentor is a new journey for Elaine and she is excited to see how it unfolds. 

Thanks to everyone who attended and donated during our third annual month of gratitude, we
raised an astounding $250,000, allowing us to fund 10 first-generation Scholars throughout

their college journey! Every gift to the Gratitude Gala - and any gift to CBO - has a direct
impact on the lives of hundreds of young people, their families and entire communities.  

Thank You to Our 2023 Gala Committee
MELANIE HANIG AND LISA XILAS, CO-CHAIRS - LISA FLEISHER, ELISSA HALPERN, 

BETH HULL, ELIZABETH MCGREGOR, BETH OLDERMAN, STACY RAVEN, 
LESLIE RUBIN, AND ELAINE WEINBERG

Watch this year’s gala video! Current
Scholars and alumni spoke about their time
in CBO. The video was directed and
produced by alumna Yailyn Compres, 
Hope College, class of 2023

COLLEGE BOUND OPPORTUNITIES 
PRESENTS

mini MET GALA
beyond our wildest dreams

https://youtu.be/LRaROj1s00U?si=LfNrLpi6G6GJxfGJ


Thank You to Our Sponsors

COLLEGE BOUND OPPORTUNITIES 
PRESENTS

mini MET GALA
beyond our wildest dreams



Anonymous (3)
Brenda Bechtel and David Wood
BlueGrace Logistics
Elliana and Craig Bondy
Joan and Cliff Bregstone
Julie and Louis Bucksbaum
Joanne and Jeff Burgess
Comcast NBC Universal Foundation
Frank and Dolores Corbett Charitable Fdn
Sarah and James DiMatteo
Amy and Steve Don
Durable Packaging
Bobbi and Rob Feldgreber
First Bank Chicago Foundation
Mark Fishman
Lisa and Jonathan B. Fleisher
Andrew S. and Jennifer L. Friedman Family Fdn
Gelber Group
Cynthia and Norm Goldring*
Walter and Karla Goldschmidt Foundation
Gorter Family Foundation
Grace Bersted Foundation
Gayle and David Harris
Jane and Jeff Heyman
Highland Park Community Foundation
Denise and Adam Hoeflich
Beth and Andy Hull
Leslie and Michael Hyman
Mindy Jacobson
Katten Muchin Rosenman, LLP
Leslie and Seth Katz
Barbara and Dennis Kessler
Julie and Nephy Kogan

Mindy and Eddie Leshin
Monette and Craig Leva
Levr Health
Living on the Go Foundation
Michael & Karyn Lutz Family Foundation
Karen and Nick Lygizos
Kathy and John McKenna
James and Madeleine McMullan Family Fdn
Amy and Rick Michelon
Mills Family Charitable Foundation
Modestus Bauer Foundation
Moraine Township
Mary K. Moreland and Daniel T. Jenks
Morgan Stanley
Beth and Neil Olderman
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation
Harriette and Ted Perlman
Phyllis and Dennis Propp
Diana Sanabria and Jeff Seiden
Bonnie and Steve Shlensky
Amy and Michael Sobel
Samantha and Marc Strongin
The Grainger Foundation
The Perlman Family Foundation
The John and Kathleen Schreiber Foundation
The Sidley Austin Foundation
Vivaldi Capital Management LLC
Vivo Foundation
Elaine and Brian Weinberg
Weinberg/Newton Foundation

The Cap & Gown Society recognizes those donors who have made a
significant investment in CBO’s Scholars with a contribution of $5,000 

or more, in one or both of the last two fiscal years.

Cap & Gown Society

Thank you! 



CBO's Honor Roll
We are very grateful for our monthly donors who support CBO on a

monthly basis. Thank you for your commitment to Scholars! 

Elliot Bell-Krasner
Michelle and Mitchell Cohn

Linda Davis and Jeff Gansberg
David Hyman

Want to join CBO's Honor Roll ?
Sign-up for monthly giving at cbo4success.org/donate/

Click the tab "Monthly Donation" and fill in the rest of your information below. 

If you have any questions about monthly giving please contact, 
Leslie, Director of Donor Relations at leslie@cbo4success.org

Does your employer offer charitable payroll deductions?  You can join 
CBO's Honor Roll through employer giving programs, too!



Financial Overview

Our Program

FY23 Revenues
$1,163,117

Individual
85%

Foundations
11%

Government
0.5%

Other 
1.5%

Corporate 
2%

College Access Program

College Persistence Program

Academic Support 

Career Prep

Financial Assistance

Laptop for All Scholars

CBO invests $25,000 in each CBO Scholar
throughout our 6-year program. 



We extend our sincerest gratitude to our CBO community; individuals, corporations, foundations
and civic organizations who believe in our mission and Scholars. None of our success would be
possible without you. Thank you for partnering with CBO to change the lives of hundreds 

of Scholars, families and community members for generations to come.

$100,000+
Mark Fishman+

$50,000 - $99,999
John and Kathleen Schreiber Foundation^
Harriette and Ted Perlman+
The Grainger Foundation

Anonymous
Comcast NBCUniversal Foundation
Edmond and Alice Opler Foundation*
Lisa and Jonathan B. Fleisher*
Highland Park Community Foundation*
Michael and Karyn Lutz Family Foundation^
Karen and Nick Lygizos^
Weinberg/Newton Foundation*

$25,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous (3)
Brenda Bechtel and David Wood*
Cynthia and Norm Goldring*
Gorter Family Foundation
Grace Bersted Foundation
Beth and Andy Hull*
Mindy and Eddie Leshin*
Levr Health
Kathy and John McKenna^
Lois and Jon Mills
Modestus Bauer Foundation*
The Perlman Family Foundation
Vivo Foundation 
Elaine and Brian Weinberg*

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023

$5,000 - $9,999
Elliana and Craig Bondy
Joan and Cliff Bregstone*
Sarah and James DiMatteo^
First Bank Chicago Foundation*
Andrew S. and Jennifer L. Friedman Family Foundation
Susan Goldschmidt^
Jane and Jeff Heyman
Denise and Adam Hoeflich
Leslie and Michael Hyman*
Lesie and Seth Katz
Barbara and Dennis Kessler^
Julie and Nephy Kogan
Amy and Rick Michelon*
Moraine Township*
Mary K. Moreland and Daniel T. Jenks^
Morgan Stanley
Diana Sanabria and Jeff Seiden^
Bonnie and Steve Shlensky*
Amy and Michael Sobel*
Samantha and Marc Strongin
The Sidley Austin Foundation

Thank YOU for your generous donations!



Thank YOU for your generous donations!
$2,500 - $4,999 $1,000 - $2,499

Anonymous
Corey Anders^
Deborah and Mark Attanasio
Nicky and Michael Bliwas
Bluegrace Logistics
Miriam and Gary Cole
Linda Davis and Jeff Gansberg^
Amy and Steve Don^
Durable Packaging
Bobbi and Rob Feldgreber*
Diane and Kim Gasior*
Melanie and Eric Hanig*
Mary Kay and Ken Johnson*
Wendy Bloom and Art Kessler
Lake Forest Bank & Trust
Richard Lauter
Lisa and Ron Lavin
Monette and Craig Leva^
Beth Lewis and Mark Sonneborn
Stephanie and Greg Maletsky
Daniel May^
Mazzetta Company, LLC
Stacey and Jon Michelon
Monroe Capital
Mosaic Construction
Much Shelist, P.C.
Patty and Ken Pell
Peter D. and Carol Goldman Foundation
Sara Poticha
QUAD A
Stacy and Joel Raven*
Cari and Michael J. Sacks
Lisa and Mark Schulman^
David Smith^
Vivaldi Capital Management LLC
Erin and Mark Wozniak
Lisa and Andrew Xilas*
Lauri and Bruce Zessar

Susan and William Abrams
Cathy and Julio Abreu*
Ian Alexander^
Mrs. Barbara Alter
Dirk Anderson
Anonymous
Baxter Credit Union
Susan Bell and Bruce Masterson*
Sefira Bell-Masterson^
Mary Ann Borys
Betsy and David Brint^
Cindy Buss and Michael P. Phillips^
Michael and Elizabeth Chapiesky
Holly and Andrew Cohen
Michelle and Mitchell Cohn*
Gail and Phillip Coleman
Rita Conroy and Brad Lerman
Karen and Rich Coplan*
Dash Management
Barbara and Larry Field*
Barbara Finder
Carol and Mark Finder
First Bank Chicago Foundation
Richard Fleisher
Melissa Fleisher and Adam Cooper
Frank and Dolores Corbett Charitable Foundation
Dale and Roger Gandall*
Connie and Michael Gill
Mike Goldman
Paula and Ken Goldman
Lucy Hammerberg^
Joan and Josh Holleb
HPHS 1960 Reunion
David Hyman
Jennifer and Brian Jaffe
Susan and Jonathan Kaden
Terry and Geoffrey Kass
Priscilla Kersten

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023



Marybeth Kravets*
Annie and Matt Laughton^
Jane and Corey Light*
Beth Loeb
Harrison Matthew^
Robert Miller
Wendy and David Mutchnik^
Jenny and Eric Newman
North Star Camp for Boys
Beth and Neil Olderman*
Susan and Hugh Pinkus*
Phyllis and Dennis Propp
Ellen and Larry Robinson*
Michael Rosengarden
Gregg Rosh
Julie and Kenneth Sacks
Suzanne and James Santos
Sally Schwartz^
Jill and Rob Selati
Susan Sherman
Patti and Jeff Simon
Amy and Andy Small^
Debbie and Paul Smith^
Summer Oaks Foundation
Dustin Tallisman^
Nancy and Marc Taxman
Sally and Bart Thomas^
Warady & Davis LLP
Wendy and Bobby Weiss
Maggie and Brian Winshall
WIPFLI

$1,000 - $2,499 Barbara and Don Bernstein*
Greg Bussell
Paula and Paul Canchester
Mary Beth and Phil Canfield
CBO High School Leadership Council
Lori Cloch
Katie and Brad Cohen
Valerie and Bob Compher
Connect International LLC
Lauren Cooper and David Mehlman
Cristo Rey St. Martin
Denise Frisch Davis Foundation
Christie and Shay DeReamer
James Derleth
Sarah and Stan Dietzel^
Judy and Steve Dolins
Lois and Stephen Eisen^
Jen and Larry Elbaum^
Kim and Eric Ephraim
Marcia Fields
Jim Fitzgerald
Paula and Michael Fohrman
Brian and Coleen Gelber
Pam Geyer-Howell
Holly Ginsburg^
Sarah Gracz
Grainger Corporation
Elissa and Jeff Halpern*
Alice and Peter Hanig^
Gayle and David Harris
Highland Park Physical Medicine
Melissa and Kenneth Hoffman^
Howard Isenberg*
JAB Produce
Mary Kay and Ken Johnson
Marcy Fleisher and Steven Kanner
Linda and Thomas Kapfer^
Betty and Sherwin Korey^
Alissa Catalan and Michael Kueh

lHelene and Joseph Lachman
Michele and Bob Levine^
Susan C. Levy
Samantha and Jeff Lichtman
Mrs. Joan Loeb
Sandy and Robert Lund*
Catherine and Jim Mann^
Ann and Tom Mann
Elizabeth and Jack McGregor*
Dr. Jeffrey Mono
Prime Time Marketing, LLC
Melissa and Craig Reiff
Judy and Dick Ridgway
Cindy and Jim Robinson
Diane and David Rochester
Ellen and Marc Rosenberg
Leslie and Ken Rubin
Lynne and Jim Sakanich
Lizabeth Salinas
Julie Dann and Brad Schneider
Deborah and Laurence Segil
Lynne and Jonathan Shapiro
Jami and Nick Kasle
Penne and John Silverman
Susan and Robert Smith
Bari and Steve Spector
Merle and Jim Styer*
Kevin Terry
Laura and Michael Tucker^
Vogue Printers
Ms.Carol Ward
Doug Weiss
Judith and Irwin Wrubel*
Lisa and David Yellin
Tracy and David Zirin
Lisa and Jon Zirin

$500 - $999
Anonymous
Prudence R. and Frank Beidler
Caroline and David Bercu
Dayle Berke^
Caryn and Jim Berman^

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023

Thank YOU for your generous donations!



Holly and Harold Katz^
Alida and Michael Katz
Tracey and Robert Kritt
Lauren and Harold Kugelman
Mary and Scott Lane
Susan and Don Levy 
Felipe Lopez
Tammy and Dave Lorber
Jennifer and Joe Lorenzini
Judith Matz and David Barhydt
Robert and Marie McKenna
James McKenna
Sara Mesirow
Jill and Joel Miller
Mari Najera^
Nathan Tannenbaum Foundation
Madeleine and Jack Neems
Julia and Jim Parker
Lesley Peters^
Robin and Kevin Powers
Linda and Harold Rosenson^
Yumi and Doug Ross*
Sherry and David Rothenberg
Fran Ruffalo*
Ellie and Victor Rutstein
Lynn and Gary Salit
Caryn and Jerry Skurnick*
Dale and Mike Solow
Sondra and Chuck Sonneborn*
Margo Spitz
James Stolzenbach^
Laura Tepper
Phyllis Thomas
Allison and Joseph Villinski^
Tom Vogelsang
Jody and Dean Weinberg
Brenda and Marc Wilkow
Deborah and Burt Zirin

$250 - $499
Sharon and Robert Abrams*
Veronica and Tony Accardo^
Mary Adler
Tatiana Alonso
Sarah and Michael Alter
Julie and David Baum
Ziva Benarieh
Bestowed
Bonnie and Randy Brickman
Mr. and Mrs. David Brown
Gayle and Paul Byck^
Pat Cannon Hermanowicz
Mr. and Mrs. David Carlquist
Stacy Chernett
Maggie and Paul DeWoskin
Andree and Howard Dorne^
Chase Ellman
Charlene Entman^
Darren Fabric
Tracy and Jeff Feldman
Everett Fox
Stacy and Joel Friedland
Andrea and Mark Friedlander
Katie Froelich
Jennifer and Patrick Gattari
Laura Gold
Jay Goldring
Julie and Rich Gordon*
Cheryl and Tony Hadley
John Harty
Laurie and Andy Hochberg
Debbie and Gary Holzman
Hilde and Dan Hutchins
Ruth Jaffe
Judith and Mark Jaffe
Amy and Rick Jaffe
Ed Kaiser and Donna Baiocchi

$100 - $249
Alison Alter and Jeremi Suri
Lori and Eric Ashworth
Backyard Grill
Bags by Kim
Marcey Barichello
Mandy Baruch
Elliot Bell-Krasner^
Jodi Berger
Joan and David Bergman
Keith Berk
Joyce Bettinger
James Binnall
John R. Blane
Sally Blitt
Lisa and Paul Blumberg
Bolder Girls Jewelry
Bob Boone
Robyn and Jeff Brecker
Molly and Joe Brennan
Darlene Broderick
Gail and Andrew Brown
Joanne and Jeff Burgess^
Susan Canavari
Donna Chen^
Rhonda Cohen
Bonnie Cohen
Pat and Richard Cohn
Helen Coleman^

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023

Thank YOU for your generous donations!



Anonymous
Perri and Richard Courtheoux
Sandy and Gary Crosby
Susan Darin
Daniel M. DeSio
Pamela Devries
Ellen Distelheim and Richard Tannenbaum
Chris Dombrowski
Janis Douglas
Emmis Jewelry
Scott Evans
Stephanie and Gregg Falberg
Terri and Avram Feldman*
Karen Fine
Nancy Grossman and Ken Fishbain
Tracy and Mark Flavin^
Sara and Andy Franklin
Jan and Jack Frigo
Anita and Ron Futterman
Bryna G. and Edward P. Gamson
Andrea and Douglas Gathany
Tara and David Gedeon
Marla and Danny Gelfond
Laura and Larry Gilbert^
Mary Gillett
Adrienne Glazov
Adam Goldman
Monte Goldstein
Nancy and Neal Goldstein
Kim and Clark Golembo
Jill Gordon^
Andrea Gratz
Jacqueline and Anthony Greis
Paula and Michael Haber
Melissa Haber
Cindy and Andy Hamilton
Jean Hersey and LaMont Clements
Amy and Brian Herzog^

Hillary and Todd Heyden^
Andy Howard
Dana and Skip Hughes
Initial It Gifts & Kidoodles Inc.^
Michael Jablon
Steven Jacobs
Sue and Randy Joseph
Rosemary Kalenderian and Steven Jungerwirth
Megan and Steve Kaplan
Tim Karwoski
Debbie and Michael Katz
Ellie and David Kaufman
Gerry and Stephen Keen
Richie Kendall
Chesi and Larry Kessler
David and Roberta Kirby
Linda and Howard Kirschbaum^
David Kite
Lisa Kleiman
Adi Klinghofer
Arona and Bob Landsman^
Cristina and Bennett Lasko
Caryl Lasko^
David Laughton^
Kerry and Michael Leaf*
Robin and Jerrold Leikin^
Jeff Levin
Faye and Cecil Levy
Matt and Doug London
Ellen Lubelfeld
LYNKS LLC
Rosa Machabanski and Art Bloch
Megan Mahon
Robin and Charles Malk
Dr. and Mrs. Allan Malmed
Roberta and George Mann
Katie and Andrew Margolick
Susan Martersteck
Lynne and Jerome Marx
Bonnie and Joe Masterson^

Thank YOU for your generous donations!
$100 - $249

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023



Kim and Don Matthews
Eileen McMahon^
Monica and Keith Mellovitz
Carol Mengarelli
Adrienne Mitchell
Julie and Greg Moss
Jay Mueller
Fernando Mugica
Carolina Munoz
Melissa and Steve New
Thelma and John Newman
Northbrook Racquet Club, Inc.
Jodi Oldani
Peggy and David Orloff
Martha Orso
Michael Orso
Holly and Michael Panter
Deena and Keith Pascal
Nancy and Brian Pastroff
John Patterson
Bonita Paynter
Susie Perkins
Julie Piacenza
Gwen and Stephen Platt
Andrew Plocker
Lucy and Richard Port
Ruthie and Mitch Rabin^
Lynn Reiner
Rogawear LLC
Felice and Dan Rose
Beth and Mike Rosenbaum
Silvia Rota^
Brian Rubin
Julie and Remey Rubin*
Rochelle and Earl Rubinoff^
Patti and Bennett Ruby
Jean Saelens
Shelley and Ralph Samuel*

Laura and Jim Schallman^
Owen Schnaper
Karen Schneider and David Mogul
Linda Schneider
Cathy and Joel Schneider
Roger Schoenfeld
Rachel Schulman
Hope Schwartz^
Jacob Serck
Shannon and Stuart Shalowitz
Laurie and Joel Shapiro
Jami and Howard Sharfman^
Aaron Shefren
Rachel Sheinkop
Fran and Jordan Shiner
Gary Shutan
Devra and Greg Shutan
Nancee Siegel
Susan and Robert Simon*
Judy and Bill Siskel*
Judy and Michael Smith
Larry Smith
Curtis Smith
Julie Soloway
Kathy and Ronald Sonenthal*
Lisa and George Spathis
St. Andrews Foundation
Andy Stein
Carol Stein
Sharon and Michael Stein
Kim Stone and Ken Wexler^
Jennifer and Brad Strimling
Angela Taraskiewicz and Dan Youngren
Beverly and Tom Terranova
John Tolari
Maria Tolpin
TSG Designs
Mary and Rich Veed
Joseph Wallner
Priya Warman Shah

Washington Gardens
Alysa Weber
Wendy Weinstein
Kenneth Weller
Vineet Wilson
Thomas Woodrick
Linda and Thomas Youngren

Thank YOU for your generous donations!
$100 - $249

^5 consecutive years giving    *10 consecutive years or more giving      +Pledge July 2022- June 2023



Get Involved

Make a gift online: www.cbo4success.org/donate/

Create a Facebook Fundraiser in support of CBO

Venmo: CBOScholars 

Follow us on social media to learn more about the Scholars! 

cbo4success.org

Donate

Mentor 
1:1 Mentor Relationship

Provide important guidance

6 year commitment

Celebrate Scholars’ success 

Volunteer
Special Events 

Internship Fair 

Career Prep

Board Membership



Board of Directors
Brian Weinberg, Chair
Karen Lygizos, Vice Chair
Kathy McKenna, Treasurer
Todd Heyden
Beth Hull
Seth Katz
Matt Laughton
Alyssa Shapiro
Bonnie Shlensky
David Smith
Tom Terranova

Emeritus Board
Cliff Bregstone, Founder
Julio Abreu
Ron Berger
Michael Bliwas
Kathy Chwiecko
Jodi Coplan
Ellen Funk
Norm Goldring
Jim Hanig
Melanie Hanig
Leslie Hyman
Marybeth Kravets
Arthur Lewis
Richard Levy
Tom Mann
Mike Miller
Mel Newman
Ken Rubin
Eduardo Seput
Bill Siskel
Rich Veed 

Staff
Susan Bell
     Executive Director
Leslie Alter 
    Donor Relations Director
Elissa Halpern
     Director of College Persistence
Michael West
     Director of College Access
Orlando Chavez
     College Access Associate
Denisse Gaitan
     Communications Associate
Paola Gutierrez 
     College Access Associate
Julie Levine
     Events & Outreach Coordinator 
Nayeli Montes
      College Access Associate

College Bound Opportunities
2033 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Suite 246
Riverwoods, Illinois 60015

www.cbo4success.org

Board includes members from July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023.

http://www.cbo4success.org/

